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According to the theory of balance of power, the main task of each state is self-preservation, whilst at the 

same time trying to strengthen their power and strength in the system of international relations, since this 

is precisely what guarantees the preservation of the state. Strengthening is a normal situation for any state, 

which naturally leads to a rivalry between states. Weak states that cannot ensure their own security join 

together in coalitions that allow them to protect themselves from submission to the hegemon or 

extinction.1 The realism paradigm considers states as rational actors in the international system. Rational 

behavior is defined as behavior that serves the national interest of governments. The national interests of 

governments are defined as the acquisition of wealth, power and survival. In this framework, energy 

resources are seen as wealth and as an element to maximize the power of the state. The rational behavior 

of each government in relation to energy resources is determined by the need for these resources. Thus, 

the amount of production and consumption by each state has a decisive role in its foreign policy behavior. 

In the global energy structure, there are three different types of countries: energy producers, transporters 

and consumers. In general, rational behavior is defined for consumers and transporter countries as 

behavior that ensures sufficient access to energy resources at acceptable prices.2  

The Caspian Sea has traditionally been the center of conflicting geopolitical interests of both regional 

and non-regional powers. The struggle for influence in the Caspian Sea region has its historical 

counterpart. In the early eighteenth century, Russia, the Ottoman Empire, and weakened Persia vied with 

each other for influence on the Caspian Sea. The mentioned process can be compared to the events caused 

by the collapse of the Soviet Union at the end of the twentieth century.3  

The activity of the world's leading states in Central Asia and the Caspian region is manifested in 

various forms, in particular - diplomatic, economic, military, and finally, it reflects the main geopolitical 

reality, the growing rivalry for energy resources.4  

The region has geostrategic importance and plays the role of a bridge in the supply of energy carriers 

between East and West. Thus, finding an optimal transit route for oil and natural gas is one of the main 

concerns facing the states of the Caspian region5.  

After the Cold War, the struggle for resources in the region is one of the most important geopolitical 

events. In today's international system, energy carriers, are the most important factor, contributing to 

security, but at the same time creating regional and international conflicts.6 The increased demand for 

energy carriers in the world leads to the active involvement of external forces in the ongoing processes in 
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the region, often geopolitically opposed parties.7 The Caspian Sea and the Central Asian region are 

important not only for energy resources, trade and economic opportunities but also for geopolitical 

security and ancient cultural and civilizational importance8. Considering the geopolitical and geostrategic 

importance of the region, special attention is paid to issues of security both in the Caspian Sea basin region 

and beyond. The region's energy reserves, trade and transport corridors influence regional and trans-

regional actors in the field of stability and security9. All countries bordering the Caspian Sea are rich in 

hydrocarbons, which is why energy plays an important role in the region's geopolitics10.  

According to H. Morgenthau, the main component of power is natural resources, which are divided 

into food and raw materials. H. Morgenthau believes that after the First World War, oil became an 

industrial and military source of energy. According to him, the need for oil reserves changed the 

importance of the power of the great powers. Great powers try to control these oil reserves and deprive 

their competitors of access to them, thus shifting the distribution of power in their favor.11   

In addition to the five littoral states of the Caspian Sea, other regional and global states (USA, Europe, 

China) are also interested in being represented in the region to protect their interests using political, and 

economic means.12  

The main goal of the research is to determine the influence of regional and global players on the 

balance of power in the Caspian region after the collapse of the Soviet Union and to determine their role 

and positions in the search for alternative ways to transport energy resources. 
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